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Goldie’s Place hosted its first-ever Job
Fair at Unity Church in Chicago on
Saturday, April 2 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
More than 25 participants attended to
learn more about the process of seeking
and obtaining

Employz
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ability Fair boosts
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The stations-- Application Process, Job
Search, Skills Assessment, Mock
Interview, Resume Preparation, Job
Coaching plus a Photo table--were
manned by volunteers, who were mem-
bers of the Unity in

employment.

This collaborative
project provided
participants with
transportationi, a

Chicago “Basics of
Spirit” class. Goldie’s
Place staff members
invited the attendees
and were on hand to
welcome people and

continental

breakfast, lunch, and
child care, encouraging
attendance by remov-
ing potential barriers
typically encountered
by people who are

assist as needed.

Participants said they felt a
sense of accomplishment, and
were energized and motivat-
ed. They also had a good
time, especially during the

homeless. Carla Bell

and Tom Dials, Unity Church in
Chicago Membership & Volunteer
director, coordinated the project.

Attendees had the chance to visit each of
the six stations available for one-on-one
discussions, consulting and feedback.

just-for-fun photo sessions.
Volunteer Michael Kardis was on hand to
take photos for anyone who wanted a
“head shot” to take along.

The attendees were not the only ones
who benefited from the event.

Volunteers gained greater understanding
continued inside

Goldie’s Place helps young man find

a place to call home

Those of us who believe there is no such thing
as coincidence will appreciate this inspiring true
story about a young man who helped—and
was helped by--Goldie’s Place. To protect his
anonymity, we'll call him John.

John came to us, not as a participant seeking
services, but as a student from a local university
participating in a work-study grant.

John didnt tell us at first, but the staff saw that
he was in need of a decent place to live. We
knew we could help. It was a win-win situa-

tion—John would help Goldie’s Place handle
its work load and we would give him an oppor-
tunity to earn asalary and help him find a place
to live.

The Goldie’s Place staff immediately took a lik-
ing to this good-natured, generous man and
soon came to know him and his story. We
learned that he left home at a very young age
and became homeless following a series of
events brought about by some irresponsible
choices. In an effort to better himself, he was

6230 N. Clark

Chicago, IL 60660

tel (773) 274-1212

fax (773) 274-1270

email: hope@goldiesplace.org

Winter 2005

i/\JO |

Goldies |
Board of Directors

David Disabato, President

ace

’

Joy Murphy, Vice President
Nancy J. Petrillo, Treasurer
Nicole Drennen, Secretary
Susan Reyna, Director
Christine Olsen, Director
Michael Ezgur, Director
Larry Powell, Director
Nick Rice, Director

Lolita Sereleas, Director

Johanna Dalton, Executive Director

Alderman Patrick J. O’Connor, 40th Ward
Reverend Edward Townley, Unity Church

Dr. William R. Bjork, DDS
Stephanie Weidner, Finance
Louis Martinaitis, Marketing
Carrie McKay, Homelessness

Louise Lofton, Homelessness

using what funds he had to pay for his educa-
tion, which left him very little money to meet
his basic needs. He was living in a place that was
not habitable--a basement room which the
landlord was renting illegally, and which was
about to be shut down by the Chicago Police
Department. Despite his chaotic situation, he
was doing well in school.

Goldies Place had the resources to help him get
into a shelter, but John was adamant about not
going. He prayed often, and believed that God
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continued
would soon come through by getting him an apartment.

Eventually, John did accept our offer and moved into a shelter, which enabled
him to enjoy some basic comforts that had been missing in his life for a long
time. He was now eating well, and we were able to help him get a long-over-
due physical exam.

However, the shelter could not help John with his storage problems. He had
a lot of stuff and no place to put it. In the meantime, his work/study period
at Goldie’s Place was coming to an end.

Goldies Place knew of a facility in Evanston that houses senior adults. They
needed people to work there in exchange for food and lodging. The position

Expect A Miracle

Goldie's Place founder sends a message. ..

At Goldie’s Place, we contin-
ue to be inspired by our
founder, Roberta Friend,
who passed away in February
of 1998. Her spirit of faith
and compassion guides us as
we build on the work she
started.

in the apartment that Eric and Jean now owned. She was
seated next to a woman wearing a T-shirt that read: “Expect
A Miracle.”

Could it be a coincidence? Maybe. Eric doesn't think so. He
and his family are comfortably settled in their new home
now. And for those of us who believe that miracles do hap-
pen, Roberta is there, too, happy for her son and enjoying

We Need Your Help! If you or your

company have any of these items that you
are not using, we would love to give them a
new home!

Air purifier for the clothes closet
Gift Cards for Target

Phone Cards

Copier Paper & File Folders

called for someone who would assist residents with activities of daily living.
We knew John had what it takes to work with the elderly, and sent him there
for an interview. He was hired and they gave him a room for him and his

belongings.

While he's not earning a salary, all his basic needs are taken care of, with the
added bonus of living just a block away from the lake. He is still in school,
and now has a peaceful environment in which to study. Instead of working
at Goldie’s Place, he has remained a friend and stayed in touch. With his last
paycheck from the work study program, he offered to buy lunch for the staff.
He continues to do well in school and hopes to become an early-childhood
educator. In the meantime, he is enjoying his work at the senior facility. He

likes talking to the residents and listening to their stories.

Most recently, John got a part-time job to help with expenses. He is working
as a clown with a company that provides entertainment for children’s par-

ties—perfect for him!

We like to think that, in terms of John's story, we are helping him write his
own happy ending. Maybe his prayers were answered, albeit in a way that he
did not expect. He’s already making a wonderful contribution to the com-
munity through his work at the senior facility. We cant wait to see what kind
of difference he'll make once he gets his diploma. When you give someone a
chance to make their lives better, who knows what good works they will

accomplish?

physical world, her
presence is often felt by
those who knew her.
Every day we look at
her picture on the wall at Goldie’s place, and her radi-
ant smile encourages us.

That photo was taken a few months before she died, at
a baby shower. Despite her illness, she was thrilled to
be a witness to a new life entering the world. She often
said that babies were miracles, and enjoyed reminiscing
about raising her own son, Eric (Levy).

In the past seven years since Roberta’s passing, Eric has
become a husband and father. We believe Roberta is
taking pleasure in watching over every stage of her
grandchild’s new journey.

Recently, Eric and his wife Jean (Petrolle), like many
new parents, decided it was time to purchase their own
home. They began looking at townhomes in Evanston.
During a conversation with the owners of one of them,
Eric discovered that they knew his mother. In fact,
Roberta had been to their home.
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who benefited from the event.

Eric and Jean really liked the condo and decided to buy
it. All through the process everything went so smooth-

Volunteers gained greater under-
standing and compassion for partici-
pants, and said they were inspired by
the individuals  they  met.
Participants were asked to complete
an exit survey. In answer to the ques-
tion “Would you recommend this

ly. At the closing, the (now) former owners handed
them a little housewarming gift—a photograph. There
was Roberta, smiling (of course), sitting on the couch

it in action, and a highly successful first effort. Upcoming
Employability Fairs will offer attendees the opportunity to
meet with potential employers. If you are a business owner

Job Fair to someone else?”
one respondent answered,
“Yes, with honor.”

Goldie’s Place is grateful to all
who helped make the project
happen. It was a wonderful
example of the power of spir-

or manager interested in supporting this community based
effort or if you just want to volunteer for such an event, contact
Eliza Hall at Goldie’s Place (773) 274-1212.

Goldie’s Place would like to express our deep appreciation for the
thoughtful and generous participation of all of the Unity in
Chicago staff and volunteers who made this event a spectacular
success.

her grandchild.

While Roberta has left our

from the Goldie’s Place family to the family of friends who support us with
their energy, in-kind donations and financial contributions. We gratefully acknowledge
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